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Fifteenth Claflin University Conference on  
Contemporary English and Language Arts Pedagogy in Secondary and 

Postsecondary Institutions 
October 26-27, 2016 

Ministers’ Hall  

THEME:   READING AND WRITING ACROSS THE CURRICULUM 

Sessions Schedule  

Wednesday, October 26, 2016 
 
8:30-9:00 
Ministers’ Hall 
Registration, check in, chat, continental breakfast  
 
9:15 (Ministers’ Hall) 
Welcome-----Mr. Drexel B. Ball, Vice-President for Administration, Claflin University 
The Occasion---Dr. Peggy S. Ratliff, Professor of English, Claflin University                              
 
9:30-10:45 (Ministers’ Hall Main Hall) 
Session 1: WRITING THROUGH TECHNOLOGY 
 
Chair:  Marcia Wright, Claflin University 
 
Can Computers Teach Johnny how to Write?: Automated Essay Scoring and the Composition Classroom 
Kevin Trumpeter, Allen University   
 
Technology in the Writing Center  
Emily Murray, Allen University   
 
The 140 Character Hurdle: Finding an Academic Voice through Social Media and Digital Literacy 
Chayah Stoneberg, Allen University   
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9:30-10:45 (Ministers Hall Library) 
Session 2: WHY BIRD BY BIRD AFTER 22 YEARS? BLANCHE DUBOIS ON BAD ACID 
 
Chair:  Gaynell Gavin, Claflin University 
 
Ebony Copeland, Alicia Moss, Erica Hicks and Alexander Speid 
Student presenters from Claflin University 
 
11:00-12:30 (Main Hall) 
LUNCHEON  
 
1:00-2:00 (Main Hall) 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
 
Here They Come: Teaching Reading and Writing to Generation Z.  
Christina Friend, Professor, Director of Center for Teaching Excellence, University of South Carolina 
 
2:30-3:45 (Ministers’ Hall Main Hall) 
Session 3: PEDAGOGIES FOR SOCIAL ACTION  
 
Chair:  Cynthia Scurria, Alcorn State University  
 
Image/Text in First Year English 
Kelly Wheeler, University of South Carolina-Columbia 
 
Critical Decisions in Creating Successful Peer Response 
Cynthia Scurria, Alcorn State University  
 
First Person, Second Thoughts: Raising Students’ Consciousness about Using “I”  
Shurli Makmillen, Claflin University 
 
2:30-3:45 (Ministers’ Hall Library) 
Session 4 NEW DESIGNS FOR OLD BOOKS 
 
Chair:  Lugenia Rochelle, Voorhees College 
 
Rama’s Dilemma 
Willie Johnson, student, Claflin University   
 
The Dangerous Act of Self-Fashioning: From 16th C’s Don Quixote to 21st C’s Social Media Craze 
Amori Washington, student, Claflin University 
 
Teaching Literature from Earlier Periods in the 21st Century Classroom 
Mitali Wong, Claflin University 
 
4:00 -4:40 (Main Hall)  
Session 5 (Roundtable) THE HIGH SCHOOL TO UNIVERSITY TRANSITION 
 
Chair:  Shurli Makmillen, Claflin University 
 
Dillon Christian School Presenters: Myrna Leggett, Amanda Mussman, Jaime Elam, Kammeron Polverari 
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Thursday, October 27, 2016 
8:30 -9:15 
Ministers’ Hall 
Registration, check in, chat, continental breakfast  
 
9:30-10:45 (Main Hall) 
Session 6: DEVELOPING READING AND WRITING META-AWARENESS 
 
Chair:  David McCracken, Coker College 
 
Shifting Composition Pedagogies: Writing about Writing and the Legitimacy of the First Year Writing 
Course 
Angela Jacobs, Livingstone College 
 
Scaffolding Close Reading in the Developmental English Classroom 
Julie O'Connell, Felician University 
 
Teaching a Difficult Subject: Pedagogical Approaches to Death and Dying 
Anisah Bagasra, Claflin University 
 
9:30-10:45 (Ministers’ Hall Library) 
Session 7: CROSS-DISCIPLINARY APPROACHES TO WRITINGS ON THE WALL 
 
Chair:  Delindus Brown, South Carolina State University  
Presenters: Student presenters from SCSU Raven Hampton, Quintessa Fishburne, Emmanuel Meggett, 
Alexis Stokes, Kayla Dunning. 
 
 
11:00-12:15 (Main Hall) 
WORKSHOP ON PEDAGOGY 
Remarks---Dr. Angela Peters, Vice-Provost for Academic Programs 
 
Responding to Student Writers: Strategies to Foster Integrative Learning 
Christina Friend 
 
 
12:30-2:00 LUNCH (on your own)  
Lunch is available in the 1869 Club for $7.50 
 
2:30-3:30 (Main Hall) 
Session 8: LANGUAGE(S) / ACQUISITION(S) / CONTEXT(S) 
 
Chair: Donald Pardlow, Claflin University   
 
Closing the Minority Achievement Gap for Speakers of AAVE through Teacher Collaboration: Linking 
Reading and Writing across the Curriculum with Second Language Acquisition Pedagogy 
Ima Hicks, Virginia Union University  
 
Effectively Contextualizing Foreign Language Study and Practice: “Keeping it ReaL” 
Jason Youngkeit, Claflin University  
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2:30-3:30 (Ministers’ Hall Library) 
Session 9 THE LITERARY AND THE RHETORICAL  
 
Chair: Sharon Gile, Claflin University   
 
Rhetorical Analysis in American Literature 1: The Common Sense of Thomas Paine’s Common Sense  
David McCracken, Coker College 
 
Infidelity, Determination and Independence in Julia Peterson’s Scarlet Sister Mary 
Linda Hill, Claflin University 
Peggy Ratliff, Claflin University   
  
 
 
3:45 – 4:45   (Main Hall) 
Session 10 TECHNOLOGY FOR TEACHING LANGUAGES 
 
Chair: Jason Youngkeit, Claflin University   
 
Work or Play? Duolingo and Foreign Language Acquisition  
Donald Gene Pace, Claflin University 
 
Embracing Mobile Devices for Foreign Language Teaching  
Kumkum Singh, Claflin University 
 
3:45 – 4:45 (Ministers’ Hall Library) 
Session 11: RESOURCES FOR READING AND WRITING 
 
Chair: Belinda Wheeler, Claflin University    
 
Reading and Writing across the Campus: Integrating the Library and Writing Center into Your 
Classroom 
Morgan Montgomery, Claflin University 
Candace Kelly, Claflin University 
Linda Hill, Claflin University  
Briana Worley, Claflin University 
 
 


